[Proposals]

WORKERS’ PARADISE

From entries to Since Sliced Bread, a contest spon-
sored by the Service Employees International
Union. Entrants were invited to submit policy
ideas that would “improve the day-to-day lives of
working men and women and their families.” The
best idea will win $100,000, with $50,000 each
for two runners-up. The contest ended December
5; winners will be announced this month.

merica’s heartland is filled with dying
towns, while America’s prisons have more than
2,200 juveniles serving life without parole. Why
not give these young men and women the chance
to make positive contributions to our country,
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Melee I, by Pamela Wilson, whose work will be included in this year’s second International Biennial of Contemporary Art,
in Seville, Spain.

rather than rot in prison while costing taxpayers
billions? Why not relocate these lifers to those
dying towns in order to renovate them and bring
new life to the communities? The towns would
be self-contained. Townspeople would provide
new-style guards, meals, services, etc.

Pay-Per-View executions. People see a bio, like
in America’s Most Wanted, and vote, like in
American Idol, for the death they want to see.
Fifty percent of the profits go to the victims’
families. The money wasted on these animals is
appalling, and, though extreme, this would
“thin the herd.” This would also be a major de-
terrent to future criminals.

Establish a national organ-donor program that
automatically enrolls all recipients of taxpayer-
funded medical care, such as Medicaid and
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Medicare. Thousands fewer would die from
lack of available organs. Taxpayers would feel
better about their tax dollars going to welfare
programs, particularly since many of these
taxpayers cannot afford their own health in-
surance. Medicaid and Medicare recipients
would feel like they were contributing and
“giving back.”

Automatic Deposit Machines. All Americans
should be given a Social Security card, similar
to a debit card, the day they are born. All com-
mercial locations should have an ADM ma-
chine. When people receive change, they sim-
ply insert their card and deposit the change. A
receipt is printed, as well as the user’s lifetime
balance. Americans will retire millionaires!

Install power generators on exercise equip-
ment such as bicycles and stairmasters at
gyms. The energy could be used to power the
individual building or be fed directly into the
grid. The Department of Energy could be
charged with monitoring generation and all
Americans could receive a rebate/credit via
their income taxes.

Perhaps we should make Mexico part of the
United States—voluntarily, of course. Then we
would eliminate the problem of illegal immi-
gration, because they would all be citizens.

Move Martin Luther King Day so that it is the
day after the Super Bowl. We would be able to
party more after the Super Bowl because we
wouldn’t have to go to work the next day, and
more private employers would make Martin
Luther King Day a holiday.

Problem: People need more time. Solution:
Give the people more time! The plan would be
like ending daylight-savings time repeatedly,
gaining fifty-two hours over the course of a
year, by setting clocks back weekly, such as at
midnight on Sundays, or by mandating that
clock manufacturers make their clocks inher-
ently slow. Instead of running on a money
deficit as we do now, we would be deficiting
our time. Since people die, it would not be pos-
sible to accumulate a “debt” of time, as hap-
pens with money.

Too much money is wasted on U.S. universi-
ties that don’t benefit me or my family at all.
No one I know ever got accepted or went to
college, so why do me and my friends have to
pay for it? Let’s cut spending on wasteful U.S.
universities and build more sports arenas.
Sports arenas are something we can ALL en-
joy, especially working families!

[Testimony]

EXTRAORDINARY
RENDITION

From a statement made to the ACLU in Decem-
ber by Khaled El-Masri, a German citizen who
was abducted and detained in Macedonia and
Afghanistan from December 31, 2003, through
May 28, 2004. The ACLU is charging that for-
mer CIA Director George Tenet acted illegally by
authorizing agents to abduct El-Masri, beat him,
drug him, and transport him to a secret CIA prison
in Afghanistan. According to German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, U.S. Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice admitted the U.S. had made a mis-
take in the El-Masri case, although Rice claimed
she said only that, generally speaking, authorities
could make mistakes.

On December 31, 2003, [ boarded a bus in

Ulm, Germany, for a holiday in Skopje, Mace-
donia. When the bus crossed the border, Mace-
donian officials confiscated my passport and de-
tained me for several hours. Eventually, I was
transferred to a hotel, where [ was held for
twenty-three days. [ was guarded at all times, the
curtains were always drawn, I was never permit-
ted to leave the room, I was threatened with guns,
and [ was not allowed to contact anyone. At the
hotel, [ was repeatedly questioned about my ac-
tivities in Ulm, my associates, my mosque, meet-
ings with people that had never occurred, or as-
sociations with people I had never met. I answered
all of their questions truthfully, emphatically deny-
ing their accusations. After thirteen days I went
on a hunger strike to protest my confinement.

On January 23, 2004, [ was handcuffed, blind-
folded, and placed in a car. The car eventually
stopped and [ heard airplanes. [ was taken from
the car and led to a building where I was severe-
ly beaten. Someone sliced the clothes off my
body, and when I would not remove my under-
wear, | was beaten again until someone forcibly
removed it from me. I was thrown on the floor,
my hands were pulled behind me, and someone’s
boot was placed on my back. Then I felt some-
thing firm being forced inside my anus.

I was dragged across the floor and my blindfold
was removed. | saw seven or eight men dressed in
black and wearing black ski masks. One of the
men placed me in a diaper and a tracksuit. I was
put in a belt with chains that attached to my
wrists and ankles, earmuffs were placed over my
ears, eye pads over my eyes, and then I was blind-
folded and hooded. After being marched to a
plane, I was thrown to the floor facedown, and
my legs and arms were spread-eagled and secured
to the sides of the plane. I felt two injections,
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